	Survey – Program Proposal

Joint Masters of Business Administration

In

Natural Resources Management

KBM Resources Group provides services to the Natural Resources Sector and has been asked to complete a market survey for a proposed Joint Masters of Business Administration in Natural Resource Management Program being offered by Lakehead University (LU)  and University of Minnesota Duluth (UMD).  
Your feedback is greatly appreciated!

The need for a new program:
Canada's economy depends on natural resources development and access to international markets. The natural resources sector accounts for more than half of Canada’s total exports and most of the exports are to the U.S.  In addition, the U.S. has a strong natural resources based sector that is growing in importance with emphasis upon North American energy and expanding the bio-economy.  Given the unique trading relationship between Canada and U.S. and the importance of the natural resource sector in both countries, a joint program of study would benefit North American students with interest in becoming sector leaders.

North American natural resources sector operates with global industries in both the developed world and the developing world. Many Canadian and U.S. firms seek to develop or enhance their export markets. In order to expand international opportunities, natural resources industries are working hard for global recognition in innovative resources management that requires individuals capable of understanding both the ecological and business implications of their decisions. Consequently, natural resources managers with a sound understanding of environmental, business and management skills are envisioned as graduates of the proposed program, a necessity in the world’s leading industries, government agencies, consulting firms and non-governmental organizations.
1. Do you agree with the above needs assessment?

□ YES    □NO

If you answered no, what are more pressing needs?

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________
Are you aware of existing educational opportunities that are already available to meet
the above needs?  
□ YES    □NO

If you answered yes, what are current opportunities?

___________________________________________________________________
      ___________________________________________________________________

The proposed program offers:
· To build on UMD’s (MBA)program that is designed for the part-time or full-time students
· A set of foundational business courses for students arriving from career experience or undergraduate programs outside a typical MBA stream 
· To be offered to students who apply to either LU or UMD

· A capstone course combined with a case study, offered in Canada, the U.S. or internationally, incorporating reflective and synthetic writing across the program

Coursework is offered in evenings for students who will reside in Duluth or weekends for those looking to condense their study by travel to Rochester, MN. Coursework will fit a two-semester timetable that allows part time work to continue for the mid-career professional. Students then complete their degree over an additional two to three semesters with electives with at least one semester being at LU.  
Case study, which can be undertaken in the US, Canada or as international placements in countries like China, India and Norway, will focus on providing students with practical knowledge and research skills in their chosen area of interests. Students will also have the opportunity to learn valuable insights from some of the world’s leading managers, industries and government agencies. 
2 Would you be interested in attending or supporting the proposed program?

□ YES    □NO

The program is designed to expose students to critical business concepts and enhance knowledge and sophistication of inquiry about critical issues pertaining to natural resources management fields. 

3. Please rank the four fields of study of importance from 1 to 5 

    (1 being not very important and 5 being extremely important)

Forest Management – Sustainable management and stewardship of forests involves awareness of innovation in industry as well as limits to resource renewal.  Scholarship in this field involves the ability to anticipate innovations and forecast renewal. Case studies will be steered toward arguments for or against new approaches to forest management or development of an industrial innovation in approach to a land base. 

                 Not very important [image: image1.wmf]1   [image: image2.wmf]2   [image: image3.wmf]3   [image: image4.wmf]4   [image: image5.wmf]5   Extremely important

Conservation and Tourism Management – Reflecting an economics perspective on conservation, students can expect to review problems in wildlife management, sustainable tourism developments, cultural connectedness to natural ecosystems, and other related research topics. 
            Not very important [image: image6.wmf]1   [image: image7.wmf]2   [image: image8.wmf]3   [image: image9.wmf]4   [image: image10.wmf]5   Extremely important
Wood Properties and Marketing Management – Students explore challenges in utilization of wood to create innovative products, management of wood products manufacturing operations, forest products marketing and management with industry-specific focus, as well as coordination of international trade to match forest products producers to export market opportunities. Case studies will explore supply chain management issues in resource based industries and develop decision support systems to rapidly respond to the changes in suppliers and customers in an increasingly global and competitive marketplace. 

                Not very important [image: image11.wmf]1   [image: image12.wmf]2   [image: image13.wmf]3   [image: image14.wmf]4   [image: image15.wmf]5   Extremely important

Bio-Products and the Bioeconomy – Case studies will be related to the use of renewable resources and developing transformative technologies and products based upon biomass for more sustainable and eco-efficient manufacturing of bio-products. By creating valuable products from renewable biomass, our dependence upon fossil fuels can be reduced, while at the same time creating new businesses and jobs. 

               Not very important [image: image16.wmf]1   [image: image17.wmf]2   [image: image18.wmf]3   [image: image19.wmf]4   [image: image20.wmf]5   Extremely important

4. Please list other fields of studies that you would like to see offered _______________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
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Canada’s economy depends on natural resources development and access to international markets. 
A joint program of study between Lakehead University and University of Minnesota Duluth would benefit North American students with becoming sector leaders 

The natural resources sector accounts for more than half of Canada’s total exports

Natural resources industries are working hard for global recognition in innovative resources management required in both ecological and business implications

Gain necessary management and business skills in Natural Resources Management as a full time or part time student
Learn critical business concepts and enhance knowledge about significant issues in Natural Resources Management 
Contribute to economic growth through product innovation and marketing of natural resources

Opportunity to collaborate in natural resources management internationally  

Foster management and business skills to meet new challenges and opportunities in Natural Resource Management

Four fields of study are offered – approached by specialization within a natural resources management half-course elective set
Forest Management

Involves awareness of innovation in industry as well as  limits to resource renewable

Conservation and 

Tourism Management

Review problems in wildlife management, sustainable tourism and cultural connectedness to natural ecosystems

Wood Properties and

Marketing Management

Research either improving product quality based on wood characteristics or on the relationship of wood products to their marketing strategies

Bio-Products and the 

Bio-economy 

Study the development, distribution, marketing and optimal of new products not limited to fuels and forest biomass for bioenergy
.  


	A)                Section A) questions are directed to recent graduates of post secondary programs
*Employers please see Section B)*

What would be your status in the Masters program?   

□FT  □PT

Gender: 

□Male  □Female
Age: 

□20-25  □26-31   □32-39  □40+   

Level of current education:

□High School Diploma   □College Diploma   □Specialized Degree

List specific diploma/degree 

________________________________________________

Present Employment Status:

□Employed FT   □Employed PT  □ Contract   □Unemployed

Would you be interested in being a member of the Advisory Committee?

 □Yes    □No  
Would you be available for follow-up discussion of your ideas or potential contribution to the proposed program?

□Yes    □No  
If Yes please provide your contact information:

Name: __________________________     Phone: __________________________


	Your feedback is important to help shape a proposed Joint Masters of Business Administration in Natural Resources Management. Please feel free to add any comments on any aspect of the proposed program. _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts on this proposed joint program. 




	B)                                                        Section B) is directed to Employers

1. Do you see a benefit to supporting an employee in this proposed program? 

            □Yes    □No  

Explain: ______________________________________________________________
              ______________________________________________________________
2. Would you consider financial support (scholarship, tuition reimbursement) to help further an employee’s education?

         □Yes    □No  

3. What area of specialization would you encourage an employee to pursue? _______________________________________________________________

            _______________________________________________________________

4. Would a Masters of Business Administration in Natural Resources Management add value to your company?

            □Yes    □No  
Explain: ___________________________________________________________________________________
       5.  Would you be interested in being a member of the Advisory Committee?

           □Yes    □No

       6.  Would you be available for follow-up discussion of your ideas or potential
            contribution to the proposed program?

          □Yes    □No  
If Yes please provide your contact information:

Name: _____________________________     Phone: ______________________________
Years in business:                                  Number of employees:

□1-5  □6-15   □16-25  □25+                 □1-50   □51-150  □ 151-500   □501+



	Your feedback is important to help shape a proposed Joint Masters of Business Administration in Natural Resources Management. Please feel free to add any comments on any aspect of the proposed program. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts on this proposed joint program. 
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